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the years, | have seen Don grow into a superb
military leader.

| know the members of the House will join
me in Honoring General Cook and in wishing
his family and him all the best in the years to
come.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DR. TERRY E.
GRANT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of a distinguished member of the
healthcare profession and Brooklynite, Dr.
Terry E. Grant.

Dr. Grant is the Chief Executive Officer of
Gentle Dental, which offers cosmetic and gen-
eral dentistry, and which serves nursing
homes and assisted living facilities. He has
also been active as a Chief Division of Geri-
atric Dentistry at several universities and med-
ical centers. Through dentistry he has con-
ducted various efforts to improve the health of
his community.

Dr. Grant’s efforts include establishing base
line data to track children and families in need
of dental services, providing free dental serv-
ice in his private office to children and families
of the working poor and uninsured. He has
also developed strategies to improve the over-
all healthcare of children in his community, in-
cluding contacting the national dentifrice com-
panies and soliciting their support. Most nota-
bly, he has spearheaded a community-based
preventive children’s dentistry program. The
program provides free toothbrushes, fluoride
toothpaste, and preventive dentistry lectures to
children in conjunction with the Nassau Coun-
ty Dental Society for Children Dental Health
month.

Mr. Speaker, it behooves us to pay tribute
to the achievements and service of Dr. Grant.
May our country continue to benefit from the
selfless endeavors of individuals, such as Dr.
Terry E. Grant.

———

CELEBRATING 40TH ANNIVERSARY
OF LANDMARK U.S. SUPREME
COURT DECISION IN GRISWOLD
V. CONNECTICUT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the land-
mark U.S. Supreme Court decision in Griswold
v. Connecticut. This decision served as the
foundation for improvements in women’s re-
productive health, felt even to this day.

It is difficult to believe that just 40 years
ago, it was actually illegal for American
women to use birth control. But as late as
1965, 30 states still had laws prohibiting or re-
stricting the sale and use of contraception.

The case of Griswold v. Connecticut in-
volved Estelle Griswold, the Executive Director
of the Planned Parenthood League of Con-
necticut, and the League’s Medical Director,
Dr. C. Lee Buxton. Ms. Griswold and Dr.
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Buxton were arrested and convicted under
Connecticut’'s 1879 law forbidding the use of
contraception or assisting anyone seeking
contraception. They challenged this law—ulti-
mately fighting their case all the way to our
Nation’s highest court. And, on June 7th 1965,
the U.S. Supreme Court invalidated the Con-
necticut law, opening the door for nationwide
counseling and use of contraception.

Griswold v. Connecticut paved the way for
future decisions regarding a women’s right to
reproductive health and privacy—including the
1972 U.S. Supreme Court decision that ex-
tended the right to access contraception to un-
married women.

Why was Griswold v. Connecticut so impor-
tant? Well, consider the fact that in 1965, 45
percent of births to married women were unin-
tentional. But, today, only 14 percent of births
to married women occur sooner that planned.
In 1965, only 38 percent of women used some
form of birth control. Today, nearly 70 percent
of women do.

With good cause, a recent poll shows that
80 percent of Americans strongly support
women having access to contraception. With
newfound ability to control how many children
to have and when, women have been able to
achieve educational and professional goals
that before 1965 were extremely difficult. Ac-
cess to contraception has dramatically
changed women’s health, giving them dignity
and control over their lives and their futures.
Control over their own bodies has also contrib-
uted to reductions in maternal and infant mor-
tality through better birth spacing and better
health status. Because of contraception, cou-
ples can decide when they are financially and
emotionally ready to start a family. So children
are born into families that are ready and able
to fully care for them.

Access and use of birth control are essential
components of basic preventative health care
for women across the U.S. and has success-
fully helped reduce national rates of unin-
tended pregnancies.

And, who would have predicted in 1965,
that the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention would recognize the significant impact
of birth control on American society? But they
did. In 1999, the CDC included family planning
in their list of the “Ten Great Public Health
Achievements in the 20th Century.”

However, despite these achievements, ac-
cess to contraceptives is far from guaranteed.
Today, we, as political leaders, stand at a
crossroads. We can maintain the status quo,
or we can further strive to improve reproduc-
tive health and reduce unintended preg-
nancies in this country. My Prevention First bill
would permit women to take greater control
over their reproductive health. This legislation
would allow greater access to contraception
by increasing funding for family planning serv-
ices to low-income women and requiring insur-
ance companies to cover contraceptives if
they cover other prescription drugs.

Today, as we commemorate the momen-
tous Griswold v Connecticut Supreme Court
decision that made such a great impact on re-
ducing unintended pregnancies by allowing
women to control their reproductive health, |
urge my colleagues to support common sense
legislation like the Prevention First Act and
join me in taking action to further reduce unin-
tended pregnancies.

We have certainly come a long way in just
40 years, but we must remain vigilant to en-

June 15, 2005

sure that all women have access to the most
basic reproductive health care services and
that they are empowered to make the best
personal decisions about when they are finan-
cially and emotionally ready to start a family.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on June 13, 2005 |
missed rollcall votes Nos. 241 and 242. Had

| been present, | would have voted “aye” on
S. 643 and H.R. 2326.

RECOGNIZING JOHN WERKMEISTER
OF MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize John Werkmeister of Meadville,
Pennsylvania, as an exceptional history teach-
er and role model. Mr. Werkmeister has been
named one of eight national finalists for the
Richard T. Farrell Teacher of Merit Award.
This national award is presented every year to
an educator who develops and uses innova-
tive and creative teaching methods to enhance
students’ interest in history. As a teacher at
Cambridge Springs High School in Cambridge
Springs, Pennsylvania, he has shown exem-
plary commitment to making history education
engaging and exciting, while involving his stu-
dents in the National History Day Program.

National History Day is a yearlong program
in which students explore historical topics re-
lated to an annual theme. Participants qualify
for national competition after competing in
several local and state competitions. In pre-
paring his students for the program, Mr.
Werkmeister's work ethic and research skills
provided students with the tools necessary to
be successful in competition.

Mr. Speaker, | find it heartening that there
are educators in this country who devote so
much time and effort to shaping the minds of
our young people. It is with great pleasure that
| recognize Mr. Werkmeister for his dedication
to educating the potential leaders of tomorrow.

———

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT C.
WILTSHIRE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 15, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Albert C. Wiltshire, an esteemed
community leader. It is an honor to represent
Mr. Wiltshire in the House of Representatives
and it behooves us to pay tribute to such an
outstanding leader.

Mr. Wiltshire obtained a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Urban Studies from St. Francis’ Col-
lege and a Master’s Degree in Public Adminis-
tration from New York University. He also re-
ceived a Senior Managers Program certifi-
cation from Harvard University’s John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government.
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